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132, Regent Street, Jan. 12, 1828,
GENTLEMEN,

Havine been invited last year to make a plan and estimate
for the proposed enlargement of your Church, in aid of the labours of the
Committee then sitting pursuant to the resolution of a Vestry of the Parish,
relative to the subject ; and having been informed that an Act of Parliament has

smce pasued under which you have been appointed Trustees for providing the
1 of ion; I beg leave to submit those plans to your

consideration, accompanied by a few ohsennlmns on the different modes of pro-
ceeding which may be adopted, and by some additional plans illustrative of those

observations.

There appear to me to be three modes by which your object might be obtained.
ist. By taking down the West end of the picient Church, and adding 28 feet to
Its length. Taking down all the present pews and seats, and remodelling them
ona beuer plan, and nddmg another gallery for the Charity Children. Thus an

dation for 524 p might be obtained, in the following
proportions :—

Persons inpews - - - - - - - - - - - 714
Openseats - - - - - - - - - - - - - §(22

Children - - - - - - - - - . - o - . 20

1576

Number in the present Church - - - - - 1052

Additional seats obtained - - - - - - - 524

The manner in which this is proposed to be accomplished is shewn in my plans
before submitted ; and I am still of oy that this alteration might be ted
and completed, including new painting and beautifying the interior of the Church,

For thesumof - - - - - - - - - - - - - £4000
To this must be added the repairs of the roof, tower, &c.
estimatedat - - - - - - - - - - < - . 1000

Total - - - £5000

2d. But this plan having been considered by many as open to objection, on
account of the great length that theﬁChurch would then have, in proportion to its
breadth, and of the inlerruption of the sound occasioned by the pillars, and vaulting
ceiling, which would, it is supposed, make the Minister's voice to be imperfectly
heard at the extremity of the building ; it it has been suggested that the pulhng down
the presenl Church, and building another, would be a more eligible mode of
for the followi g reasons : —first, that it would more effectually answet
lhe end proposed of i g the dation, without risk of part of the
congregation being unable to hear the Minister, and would admit a much better
arrangement of pews and free sittings. Second, that it would make a more strong
and more dunble building than conld be expected by adding to the present Church,
dependently of the ide of the tower, which has given way, and would
quire to be d if it ins standing ; and, thirdly, it would be the means of
having an edifice more characteristic and worthy the purpose for which it is
designed, more ornamental to the town, and more creditable to its inhabitants.
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The plan and elevation which T wish to submit for lll'i.'i mode of pl“l:('("cdi‘llg.
is of a Church which would contain 1650 persons ; 784 in pews, and 866 in free
sittings, including children * . o )

The coping string, courses, mouldings, jaumbs, (3I!|i, and projections of every
kind, would be executed in stone, and the plain parts in “‘umun cement ; TV]II("I,
if properly done, and with the material of the best quality, would be, u? the
situation I have deseribed, equally durable with the best stone, as I could satisfac-
years

torily prove, by pointing out buildings done in this way, which are of man)
smn;Iin:, and do not shew any sign of decay. The reason why cement has fallen
into disrepute, is the modern practice of using it in buildings erected for specu-
lation, and, therefore, executed in the cheapest and consequently worst manner,
both as regards the cementing and the walls on which it is laid.

This Church might be erected for the sum of 10,0001, including all expenses ;
which amount might be raised in the following manner. The materials of the
present Church would, it is fair to conclude from the appearance of

- £95
the building, be worth - - - - - - - - - - - . - £2500
The ¢ ty for rebuilding and enlarging Churches and Chapels
would perhaps contribute S P 1000
£3500
And there would remain to be raised by loan, or rates, or volun-
tary contributions - - - - - - - - - - - - . . 6500
Total - - - - £10,000

3d. The third plan I would propose to the Trustees, is the building an entirely
new Chapel in that part of the Parish which is considered (next to the town) as the
most populous and most in want of Church ac€omnmodation; such as Kilburn,
h Street.  For

or Southend, and Pond Street, or upon the heath, at the top of 1
this purpose, I have given a design consisting of plans, sections, elevations, and a
perspective view of a Chapel calculated to hold nearly 800 persons on the ground
floor, and 114 children in a gallery at the West end ; and thus divided :

Persons inpews - - - - - - - - . . 49]
Do. freeseats - - - - - - - - - 295
i 409
Children do. - - - - - - - - - - 114§
900

It is so arranged that a gallery for 300 persons might be added, in case an
increase of population should hereafter render more accommodation necessary.

The exterior of the design would, of course, be liable to alteration, depending
on the situation of the ground intended for the site.

The cost of (he Chapel, supposing it to be built conformably to the rules
observed by his Majesty's Commissioners, in the Churches and Chape's to which
they contribute, would be, according to a detailed estimate, and

including every expense - - - - . . . . _ . . . . . egosp
A gallery for 300 persons (if it should be required) - - - - 500

Total - - - - - £6750

* This plan is ma is that of a Church I am about to

e expressly for the present pur,

begin, under his Majesty's Commissioners, in Staffordshire.

3

Of this amount, it is very likely the Commissioners would contri-

bute about 31001, which would leave to be raised by the Parish

about - - - - . . . . L . 0 _ . . £3150
To this must be added the repairs of the roof, tower, and front

of the present Church, supposed to amount to - - - . - 1000
And the remodelling the pews, painting, &c. all the interior - - 1000
inclosing the site, approaches, &c. supposed tobe - - - - 300

With regard to the respeclive merits of the three modes here proposed, there
cannot, I think, be a question but that either the second or third would be the most
eflective ; and the difference in the cost of each is not very considerable.

The decision between the second and third plans must chiefly depend upon the
question, whether the additional accommodation is most wanted in the town or in
some other part of the parish.

I have inclosed the printed forms used by His Majesty’s Commissioners for
building new Churches, and also those of the Society for rebuilding and enlarging.
It should be observed that the Commissioners for building new Churches will not
contribute to the rebuilding of any Churches or Chapels already erected. And
although there is every probability that the Society for rebuilding and enlarging
Churches and Chapels would contribute liberally, in proportion to their means, to
the rebuilding Hampstead Church when so considerable an outlay would have to be
made, yet it is not to be expected they will contribute any thing to the enlargement
and repair of the present Church, as from the respectability of the town, and the
small amount of the expense, it would not be a case that would seem to have an
urgent claim to their assistance.

If a new Chapel should be determined on, there is every reason to expect that
His Majesty’s Commissioners would contribute about one half of the expense; but
the site, the inclosing it, and, if new roads and approaches to it are necessary, the
making them must be paid for by the parish; and the manner in which a minister
is to be paid for the separate congregation, must also be arranged.

Although  the subject of the quantity of Church accommodation required at
Hampstead, is not one on which I can be expected to be so well informed as your-
selves, it may perhaps be permitted me to state what has been thought necessary, in
other places, where new Churches and Chapels have been built.

One fourth of a population is, T believe, considered the least that should be
provided with Church-room ; and many applications for aid to erect new Churches
have been made and complied with in places where the existing Church accommoda-
tion amounted already to one fifth. It is not merely the number of sittings which is
considered, but the question depends also upon the proportion of the existing accom-
modation that is left unappropriated for free-seats. Hence proprietary Chapels are not
taken into account, because the seats in them are under the control of the proprietors,
and also because their permanency cannot be calculated upon.

I should therefore think, that in the parish of Hampstead, the population of
which is calculated at 8000 persons, there certainly ought not to be less Church
accommodation than for 2000 persons, of which between one half and one third
should be in free sittings,  The present Church contains seats for 1050 persons, and
of these 200 are for the charity children, and 232 only are free; but then these
free-seats are of so inferior a kind, both in their form and situation, that many of the
respectable poor would object to going to them; whereas the free-seats in the
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Commissioners’ Churches have all the real convenience of pews, and are often

used by persons of great respectability.
If then my previous remarks be correct, it will appear that the least quantity of
lditional Church ace lation that should be provided at Hampstead would be

for from 900 to 1000 persons, which can only be done by an additional Church or

Chapel.
I should rather say that it would be best accomplished in that manner; for,

although the Church might be rebuilt on a scale to contain 2000 persons, yet in a
building of such great extent, there are few voices capable of being heard in every
part; so that although such a Church might be built, the object intended might fail
In the design intended for the Chapel which 1 have

of being accomplished.
ngs were changed to free-sittings, the numbers would be—

submitted, if 80 pew
In pews 411, free-sittings 395, children 114—Total 920.

It has been observed, I understand, as a ground of objection to an additional
Chapel, that it would require another Minister ; but I need not suggest to you, in
reply to this objection, that such a population as yours must require the labour of at
least two Ministers, and that where a Chapel is built, provision is usually made for
the officiating Minister from the pew-rents; and if, then, the proposed new Chapel
contains 400 sittings in pews, let at £1 each per annum, these rents would produce a
respectable income, in proportion to the duty to be performed.

‘Whatever plan is determined on, whether one of these now submitted, or any
other, I would take the liberty of recommending to the Trustees, the having con-
tracts and agreements made and settled for the building, or the repairing, previously
to the commencement of any work ; and to pursue the same system as is followed by
His Majesty's Commissioners for building new Churches, which is so complete and
thoroughly digested, and proved by repeated trials, that it will ensure the parish from
any danger of the works not being performed for the price, and in the manner
agreed upon, and thus prevent disapy i dissatisfaction, and delay. Ttis on
the experience I have bad in wor on this system, that I presume to offer my
If any additional information be required that I can give, I

plans to your notice®.
shall be happy to wait upon you for that purpose ; and should you wish it, 1 will
enter more particularly, and in detail, into the second plan, for the rebuilding the
present Church, by proceeding to ascertain the value of the old materials, and
probable amount that the Society would contribute to the work.

I would beg leave to request the favour of you not to permit my plans to be
seen by any persons ted with the of the b and when
done with, to be so good to have them returned to me.

I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
‘Your most obedient,
And very humble Servant,
, ) LEWIS VULLIAMY.
To the Trustees appointed under

the Hampstead Church Act. }
* There are two small views inclosed of buildings now in progress, for which T am employed by the

Commissioners.
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